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LENT “BECOMING A MISSION SHAPED CHURCH 

LENT 6 ‘Mission as Advocacy’ 
 
Sunday morning readings; Psalm 98, Amos 5:18-24, Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Introduction 
Mission as advocacy is about putting flesh on the bones of belief. It is about speaking out 
against social injustice, poverty, family breakdown, climate change, brokenness and pain on 
personal and structural levels. These things are close to God’s heart and should be close to 
ours too. Jesus ministry, particularly as accounted in the Gospel of John, was orientated 
towards fulfilling the will of the Father. Jesus speaks of food or nourishment being based on 
doing the will of the Father (John 4:34) The Gospels also paint a vivid picture of Jesus as the 
inaugurator of the Kingdom. Jesus’ mission was to announce the Kingdom and to 
demonstrate its power through healing, casting out demons and standing up against evil. 
 
Jesus standing in prophetic tradition 
Jesus inaugurates his own ministry in Luke 4:17-19 by reading a passage from Isaiah 61. 
Good news to the poor, captives being released, the blind to see, the oppressed will 
experience release, the year of the Lord’s favour. In short, Jesus was explaining that the 
Kingdom had come. When the Kingdom breaks through this is the result. It’s obvious reading 
through the gospels that part of Jesus ministry was about meeting people’s physical needs. 
Jesus ministry or mission was a mercy ministry. We read in Luke 4:40 that Jesus healed 
many. We don’t actually know if they all came to believe in Him. Jesus ministry didn’t 
operate on the basis of, ‘now you have believed in me and you’re committed to following me 
I will heal you.’ The Kingdom of God is a mystery as it appears to break through randomly.  
 
In many ways Jesus was following a long tradition of the Old Testament prophets by 
attending to the needs of, and making provision for the poorest and most desperate in 
society. Entrenched in the Torah were various laws to safeguard the weakest. Special 
provision is made for justice being done on behalf of the most vulnerable; the widows, the 
fatherless, the foreigner. Leviticus 19 contains various clauses. God reminds the People of 
Israel that they were once freed from slavery in Egypt. They knew the harsh realities of being 
a migrant people never quite sure if they would get to the promised land and they too should 
treat the least and the vulnerable with respect and love. Psalm 68:5, reminds us of his love 
for the widow and fatherless. Once Israel was established in the land and prospering the 
prophets were called by God to remind them that their worship meant less than nothing if 
they oppressed the poor and took bribes whilst offering large sacrifices it was all 
meaningless. 
 
Our worship too is meaningless if we have a complete disregard for the suffering of our 
brothers and sisters, James 2:15. Martin Luther didn’t like James by the way. He called the 
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work, ‘a right strawy epistle.’ We are saved by grace. Amen. But the outworking of faith, the 
overflow of the worshipper’s heart leads us to engage with the world. Out of our worship 
must flow a passion for mission and justice, a desire to see people made whole, the sick 
made well, the hungry satisfied and the lonely comforted. Worship is not exclusive to 
Sunday. Worship in our daily lives is not ultimately for our satisfaction or so we can feel good 
about us and God. Ultimately it feeds, by the Spirit, a passion for the broken world in which 
God has set us and this extends to the physical world as well. 
 
Mission as Earth Care  
Durban was in the spotlight last year with COP 17. We know mission extends to the physical 
world. We can say, to some extent that, God is Green. Sometimes our attitude in the church 
is; there are so many other issues we need to attend to, caring for the environment should 
surely be at the bottom of the list! 
 
The reality is we live in a broken and disconnected world. Climate change is significant. 2010 
was the hottest year on record since 1880. Last year wheat crops failed across the world 
and prices sky rocketed affecting the poorest. Pollution since the industrial revolution in the 
form the burning of fossil fuels has caused untold damage to atmosphere and health. 
Drought, deforestation and famine because of lack of environmental responsibility is 
affecting the poorest of the poor. If God has created this world surely its suffering and, in 
turn, the suffering of the most vulnerable is significant in his eyes and we need to have some 
kind of response.  
 
God created the Earth and it was good 
The opening chapters of Genesis tell us, ‘God created the world and it was good.’ It seems 
that God has a relationship with the physical world he created apart from us. The Earth is 
His. Psalm 24:1 says, ‘The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.’ Creation responds to 
God in praise in Psalm 96 and 98.  
The relationship between God and the Earth is NOT mediated through or by us. God 
takes pleasure in what he has made. So if creation reflects the glory of God, however 
tarnished, it must be honoured and treated with respect. It is not to be worshiped. We are not 
worshippers of Gaia. But we are to care for and respect.  
Genesis 1:26-27. ‘Let us make man (ha’adam) in our image.’ Genesis 2:7 says, ‘Then the 
Lord God formed the man (ha’adam) from the dust of the ground (ha’dama). In English we 
miss some of the play on words in the Hebrew. We are set apart as unique in the creation 
yet we are intimately connected to it. We are called to take this privileged position in the 
created order yet we as one commentator says, ‘we are more than a God shaped piece of 
earth’.   
Yet it seems difficult to get away from the fact that we have ‘dominion’ over the earth. This 
grants us the right to govern the rest of creation. This word used in other contexts means, 
‘head of the house over the household servants.’ (Lev 25:43). But human rule is not 
absolute, it’s always in relation to God. Humans are seen as deputies for God exercising 
only delegated power not a power to use and abuse. Biblical society was based on 
subsistence agriculture. There were no modern machines or chemical fertilisers, no high 
yield crops. It was a constant struggle for survival. There was an adversarial relationship with 
the Earth, ‘dominion’ as exploitative just not possible in Biblical society. God originally 
intended for us to ‘tend’ and ‘watch’ to ‘work’ to ‘till’ Hebrew word here usually translated to 
mean ‘serve’ (Gen 2:15). Dominion should be interpreted within the realm of Hebrew rule or 
servant leadership. We must remember this in our advocacy role when dealing with the 
earth. 
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A	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  
	  

Matthew	  25:31-‐43	  (NIV)	  
	  

	  31	  “When	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  comes	  in	  his	  glory,	  and	  all	  the	  angels	  with	  him,	  he	  will	  sit	  on	  his	  glorious	  
throne.	  32	  All	  the	  nations	  will	  be	  gathered	  before	  him,	  and	  he	  will	  separate	  the	  people	  one	  from	  
another	  as	  a	  shepherd	  separates	  the	  sheep	  from	  the	  goats.	  33	  He	  will	  put	  the	  sheep	  on	  his	  right	  and	  
the	  goats	  on	  his	  left.	  

	  	  	  34	  “Then	  the	  King	  will	  say	  to	  those	  on	  his	  right,	  ‘Come,	  you	  who	  are	  blessed	  by	  my	  Father;	  take	  your	  
inheritance,	  the	  kingdom	  prepared	  for	  you	  since	  the	  creation	  of	  the	  world.	  35	  For	  I	  was	  hungry	  and	  
you	  gave	  me	  something	  to	  eat,	  I	  was	  thirsty	  and	  you	  gave	  me	  something	  to	  drink,	  I	  was	  a	  stranger	  
and	  you	  invited	  me	  in,	  36	  I	  needed	  clothes	  and	  you	  clothed	  me,	  I	  was	  sick	  and	  you	  looked	  after	  me,	  I	  
was	  in	  prison	  and	  you	  came	  to	  visit	  me.’	  

	  	  	  37	  “Then	  the	  righteous	  will	  answer	  him,	  ‘Lord,	  when	  did	  we	  see	  you	  hungry	  and	  feed	  you,	  or	  thirsty	  
and	  give	  you	  something	  to	  drink?	  38	  When	  did	  we	  see	  you	  a	  stranger	  and	  invite	  you	  in,	  or	  needing	  
clothes	  and	  clothe	  you?	  39	  When	  did	  we	  see	  you	  sick	  or	  in	  prison	  and	  go	  to	  visit	  you?’	  

	  	  	  40	  “The	  King	  will	  reply,	  ‘Truly	  I	  tell	  you,	  whatever	  you	  did	  for	  one	  of	  the	  least	  of	  these	  brothers	  and	  
sisters	  of	  mine,	  you	  did	  for	  me.’	  

	  	  	  41	  “Then	  he	  will	  say	  to	  those	  on	  his	  left,	  ‘Depart	  from	  me,	  you	  who	  are	  cursed,	  into	  the	  eternal	  fire	  
prepared	  for	  the	  devil	  and	  his	  angels.	  42	  For	  I	  was	  hungry	  and	  you	  gave	  me	  nothing	  to	  eat,	  I	  was	  
thirsty	  and	  you	  gave	  me	  nothing	  to	  drink,	  43	  I	  was	  a	  stranger	  and	  you	  did	  not	  invite	  me	  in,	  I	  needed	  
clothes	  and	  you	  did	  not	  clothe	  me,	  I	  was	  sick	  and	  in	  prison	  and	  you	  did	  not	  look	  after	  me.’	  

This	  passage	  is	  set	  at	  the	  end	  of	  time	  when	  God	  is	  ready	  to	  judge	  the	  gathered	  nations.	  
	  
QUESTIONS	  
	  

1. List	  some	  of	  the	  ways	  we	  can	  show	  true	  worship	  to	  the	  Lord	  from	  this	  passage.	  
	  

2. Think	  about	  ‘the	  least	  of	  your	  brothers	  and	  sisters	  (v40)	  in	  your	  community.	  
	  

3. What	  are	  the	  implications	  of	  verses	  41-‐43?	  How	  do	  you	  respond	  to	  those	  who	  ignore	  the	  
plight	  and	  suffering	  of	  the	  weak	  and	  poor?	  
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Some	  practical	  steps...	  
	  

• How	  environmentally	  friendly	  is	  your	  church?	  Do	  a	  green	  audit	  of	  your	  Parish.	  If	  there	  is	  
unutilised	  land	  on	  your	  church	  property	  think	  about	  making	  a	  vegetable	  garden.	  Buy	  Jojo	  
tanks	  to	  collect	  rain	  water.	  Think	  about	  employing	  a	  grey	  water	  system.	  

• Identify	  an	  area	  of	  pressing	  social	  concern	  and	  take	  it	  up	  with	  your	  ward	  counsellor.	  
• Find	  out	  about	  the	  persecuted	  church	  by	  signing	  up	  to	  www.persecution.org	  and	  commit	  to	  

pray	  for	  and	  write	  to	  embassies	  of	  countries	  where	  Christians	  are	  under	  threat.	  
• Assess	  the	  way	  in	  which	  your	  church	  is	  involved	  in	  relieving	  the	  sufferings	  of	  the	  poorest	  and	  

most	  vulnerable.	  
• Are	  you	  church	  involved	  in	  working	  with	  any	  of	  the	  following?	  

	  
Orphans	   The	  elderly	   Drug	  addicts	   Depressed	  and	  suicidal	  people	  
	  
Single	  parents	   Mentally	  handicapped	   	   Terminally	  sick	  
	  
Those	  living	  with	  HIV/AIDS	   	   The	  poorest	  of	  the	  poor	  
	  

• Commit	  to	  being	  an	  advocate	  for	  one	  of	  these	  groups	  in	  your	  area.	  
	  

 

 


